
Think beyond the obvious choices. Make a list of all the people
you know who you would trust to take care of your children.   You don’t need

to limit your list to close family members.  While siblings and parents can be excellent
choices, consider also extended family members who are old enough to raise your 
children – cousins, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, even second cousins once removed.  

11 Tips
for Choosing a Guardian for Your Children
While it’s difficult enough to think about not being there to raise your children, imag-
ine a court choosing their guardian with no input from you. Imagine your relatives 
arguing in court over who gets your children - or having them agree - but not on the
people you would have chosen.  That's why it's important to nominate a guardian
while it's still up to you.  Here are some tips to help you make your best choice.

TIP 1

Friends can make excellent guardians. Beyond family, consider
close friends, families with whom your family is close, the families of your

children’s friends, friends you know from your place of worship, even teachers or 
childcare providers with whom you and your children have a special relationship.

TIP 2

Focus on love. Consider whether each couple or person on your list
would truly love your children if appointed their guardian.  If they have 

children of their own, will your children be second fiddles? 

TIP 4

Don't stress about finances or the size of someone’s house.
Don’t eliminate anyone from consideration because you don’t think they

have the financial wherewithal to take care of your children.  You can take care of the 
finances with what you leave behind (that's what adequate life insurance is for).  You
can even instruct your trustee to provide funds for your chosen guardian to build an 
addition to their home or move to a larger home to accommodate your children.

TIP 3


